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FOREWORD 



In this volume Surabharati Samiti presents to 
lovers of Sanskrit three works of Kshemendra, a renowned 
poet of the eleventh century, and the author of many 
works of which only eighteen are available at present. 
Out of these the Samiti has chosen to publish in this 
volume Ouchitya Vichara Charcha, Kavi Kanthabaranam, 
and Suvritta Tilakam. 

The first deals with the important aspect of Ouchi- 
tya (propriety) in a kavya. In this work Kshemendra 
gives 107 examples of verses of various authors in- 
cluding 36 of Kshemendra himself. In order to fully 
appreciate the importance of Ouchitya, Kshemendra very 
boldly gives examples of verses suffering from lack of 
Ouchitya of even such great poets as Kalidasa, Bhava- 
bhuti and Bana. 

The second work included in this volume describes 
how to acquire mastery over the art or science of writing 
poetry from the most elementary stages to the stage of 
perfection. Some great poets no doubt are born and not 
made. But There are many others who by constant 
effort and application and devotion to the subject succeed 
in establishing themselves as poets of repute and this 
work is a valuable asset to them. 

The last work of this volume is Suvritta Tilakam 
which deals with the science of chandas (metre). As 
Dr. Sri Ramachandrudu points out in his introduction, 
there has been no other work on this subject comparable 
to this either before Kshmendra's time or thereafter. 



Dr. Sri Ramachandrudu has done a distinct ser- 
vice not only to theSurabharati Samiti of which he is the 
Secretary but also to all those who are Interested in 
Sanskrit poetry by giving an excellent translation of these 
important works along with his Comments, It is hoped 
that like all prior publications of the Samiti, this volume 
will earn the appreciation of lovers of Sanskrit literature. 



ALLADI KUPPUSWAMI 
Chief Justice of A. P. (Retd ) 

Hyderabad, Presicteitt 

1-1-1983, Surabharati Samiti. 
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